
  

 
 
 

Biography 
 

Stanley – William Doane Stanley (1855-1950) 
aka Uncle Jimmy 
aka Pa Jim 
aka Jimmy 
 
Father: Stanley - Enoch Boynton Stanley Sr. (1820-1903) 
Mother: Guptill - Caroline Hall (Guptill) Stanley (1822-1907)  
Birth Date: October 27, 1855 
Born at: Great Cranberry Island, Maine 
 
Great uncle of boat builder: Stanley - Ralph Warren Stanley (1929-2021) 
 
Spouse Name: Gilley - Nancy (Gilley) Stanley (1854-1932) 
Spouse Parents: Gilley – Joseph Warren Gilley (1812-1894) and Dolliver – Adeline (Dolliver) Gilley 
(1821-1876) 
Wedding Date: November 24, 1882 
Wedding Place: Tremont, Maine 
 
Occupation: Boat Captain - Fisherman – Merchant 
Began on Great Cranberry Island – provided fish for J.L. Stanley Fisheries in Manset 
Sailed for, among others, the Pierrepont Family of Brooklyn, New York and Northeast Harbor, 
Maine. 
 

Pierrepont - Anna Jay Pierrepont (1861-1940) 
Pierrepont - Julia Jay Pierrepont (1857-1937) 

 
Used his boat, Alert. to entertain rusticators in summer and fish in winter. 
“Jimmy’s Point” (Stanley Point) on Great Cranberry named for him. 
 
See also: 
Jimmy’s Lunch Room, Lobster Pound and Gas Station 
 
Childhood Home: 
Enoch Boynton Stanley Sr. House 
GCI - 058 Heliker Road – Stanley 
 
Home: 
1928: 
SWH – 102-104 Clark Point Road – Stanley  
The William Doane Stanley House 
Ralph Stanley’s 2nd Workshop – Ralph W. Stanley Inc. 
  



  

Death Date: February 8, 1950 
Death Place: Southwest Harbor, Maine 
Cemetery: Mount Height Cemetery, Southwest Harbor, Maine 
 
Vessels: 
No-Name Boat – Stanley – William Doane – Double Ender 
Alert - Sloop 
Leader – Passenger Launch 
 
Ralph Warren Stanley (1929-2021), a great nephew of William Doane Stanley, wrote and told many 
stories of Uncle Jimmy: 
 
“Uncle Jimmy had the house where I now live built about 1928 and lived there until he died in 1950. 
I am not sure of the year he moved from Cranberry Island but I believe he rented the house at 
Manset [15 Mansell Lane, Map 17 – Lot 12] first and then he rented an apartment in the building, 
where the Clark Point Gallery is now located [46 Clark Point Road, Map 3 – Lot 109]. This was while 
his house was built [at 102 Clark Point Road, Map 4 – Lot 11]. He also had two boats built by 
Chester Clement in a building that was across the road from the apartment at this time.” 
 
At the age of 17 Jimmy was captain of his father’s schooner, “S.L. Foster.” He took her fishing for cod 
in the Bay of Fundy and, while that may seem wonderful, Ralph says that “any man who was in that 
crew could have brought that schooner back.” Jimmy fished until the 1890s, mostly in the Bay of 
Fundy or the Grand Banks. 
 
Uncle Jimmy's brother, Charles, [Charles H. Stanley (1859-1871)] drowned in the pool a short 
distance from their wharf in 1871. He was about eleven years old. Uncle Jimmy was a good 
swimmer and tried to save him but was unsuccessful. At one time Uncle Jimmy swam from Peaks 
Island to Portland. Another time when he was in his eighties he fell overboard from his boat that 
was tied to his scow and could not get out between the boat and scow, so he swam under the boat 
and never lost the hat off his head. 
 
“Before moving from Cranberry Island Uncle Jimmy had a fish wharf on the end of Jimmy's Point. He 
lived in the house that is still there about half way down the point. This Point had been previously 
called Mayo' Point and before that Manchester's Point. The property was owned by J. L. Stanley and 
Sons and Uncle Jimmy operated the wharf and bought fish for them. The fish were dressed there 
and then boated to Manset where they were salted and cured for shipment to Boston. 
 
It was on one of these trips to Manset with fish that Uncle Jimmy had some sort of fainting spell and 
the doctor thought it was his heart. Aunt Nan decided that they should move off the Island to be 
closer to the doctor. It is ironic that Aunt Nan died in 1932 and Uncle Jimmy lived until 1950. He 
also out-lived Aunt Nan's niece, Eleanor Fletcher, who came to keep house for him after Aunt Nan 
died. She died in 1948. 
 
While at Cranberry Island he raised chickens probably for the market and hotels at Northeast 
Harbor. This was to supplement his income from his other enterprises. Uncle Jimmy at one time 
went to Gloucester and bought a fishing schooner named "Margaret". She was considered to be the 
dullest sailer in the Cranberry fleet, but with Edwin Spurling [Spurling - Edwin Hadlock Spurling 



  

(1862-1895)] as Master the "Margaret" made a record trip to Boston with a load of salt fish [in 
1893]. 
 
Jimmy had a 36 foot sloop, “Alert,” built in East Boothbay. The “Alert” had a plumb stem. Jimmy 
used her to bring fish to J.L. Stanley & Sons in Manset and, cleaned up and furnished with wicker 
chairs, to carry summer people. 
 
At one time Uncle Jimmy and Aunt Nan lived at Baker Island. I don't know what he did there but I 
believe he was involved with his brothers-in-law in the weir that they had East of Baker Island Bar. 
 
[Jimmy’s brothers-in-law were: 
Gilley - Charles Adelbert Gilley (1847-1914) 
and 
Gilley - Joseph Warren Gilley (1859-1918) 
 
Uncle Jimmy and Aunt Nan had no children but they always had someone's children living with 
them. My father and all his brothers and sister had lived with them at times and probably many 
others. Eleanor King, the daughter of Vurney King [Vurney Lee “Vern” King (1872-1954)], who was 
light keeper on Baker Island, also stayed with them. Eleanor married Kenneth Robbins and later 
Joseph Walker. 
 

William Doane Stanley and his wife, Nan, had no children, but loved them and provided a 
home for several children in their family for many years at whatever address they occupied 
at the time. 
 
They lived, at various times, at: 
 
“Jimmy Stanley House”  
87 Jimmy’s Point Road 
Map 18 – Lot 1 
Great Cranberry Island 
 
July 31, 1918 to September 19, 1928 
The William Calvin Moore House 
15 Mansell Lane 
Southwest Harbor, Manset 
Map 17 – Lot 12 

 
The William Doane Stanley House – built 1929 
102-104 Clark Point Road 
Southwest Harbor 
Map 4 – Lot 11 
Later Ralph W. Stanley Inc. 2nd Workshop 
 
and possibly on Bakers Island for awhile. 

 
“I don't know how long or when Uncle Jimmy sailed the Pierreponts at Northeast Harbor but I think 
he worked for them in the early 1930s. He may have sailed others also. I found a news item where 



  

he was visiting in New York some where in the vicinity of the Hudson River and his visit had 
something to do with summer people that he sailed.” – Ralph Stanley  
 
"Capt. William D. Stanley received a message Monday morning saying that Miss Anna J. Pierpont of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., and Grasslands, Northeast Harbor, had died very suddenly a few hours before. Miss 
Pierpont was the last of her family generation, and Capt. Stanley has been employed by them as 
captain of their boats for almost 45 years. Although he is now eighty six years of age he had engaged 
to act as captain next season in preference to being pensioned off active duty. 
 
Miss Pierpont had been actively interested in the Episcopal Church and had done much for the 
churches of that faith on Mount Desert Island. She was one of the early comers to Northeast Harbor 
and she will be much missed among the summer colonists." – Undated newspaper clipping found 
among William Doane Stanley’s papers. Anna Jay Pierrepont died Sunday, November 17, 1940 at 
her home in Brooklyn. 
 
Pierrepont  - John Jay Pierrepont (1849-1913) 
Pierrepont  - Julia Jay Pierrepont (1857-1937) 
Pierrepont  - Anna Jay Pierrepont (1861-1940) 
of 1 Pierrepont Place, Brooklyn, New York 
and “Grasslands” on Manchester Road, now 5 Indian Head Lane, Map 27 – Lot 2, Northeast Harbor.  
 
The Pierreponts were the children of: 
Henry Evelyn Pierrepont (1808-1888) 
and Anna Maria Jay (1819-), a family known as "the most important family in Brooklyn Heights" 
and as descendants of 
Pierpont - James Pierpont (1659-1714) 
one of the three ministers who founded Yale College in 1700. 
 
Author: Charlotte R. Morrill 
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